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(57) ABSTRACT

An assembly configured to modify a surface or feature of a
workpiece by hot isostatic pressing. The assembly compris-
ing: a flexible membrane adapted to at least partially form an
enclosure around the workpiece; and a former for placement
adjacent to the workpiece, the former being configured to
modify the surface or feature of the workpiece. A method of
modifying a surface or feature of a workpiece, the workpiece
having been previously formed by an additive manufacturing
technique, by hot isostatic pressing. The method comprising:
placing the previously-formed workpiece adjacent to a
former adapted to modify the surface or feature of the work-
piece; enclosing the workpiece in an enclosure at least par-
tially formed by a membrane; and performing a hot isostatic
pressing process on the workpiece.

6 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
OBJECT FORMING ASSEMBLY

This disclosure relates to an object forming assembly and
particularly but not exclusively relates to an object forming
assembly using hot isostatic pressing.

Hot Isostatic Pressing (HIP) is a manufacturing process
which subjects a workpiece to both an elevated temperature
and isostatic gas pressure in a high pressure chamber. HIP is
commonly used to densify components, by eliminating inter-
nal voids and porosity. It is particularly used to consolidate
and sinter components produced by powder metallurgy pro-
cesses.

As an alternative to powder metallurgy, it is known to
produce components by additive manufacture, including
laser deposition and powder layer techniques. Such tech-
niques offer the advantage, compared with traditional manu-
facturing processes, that they produce components with good
grain structure and uniform mechanical properties. However,
a disadvantage of this type of additive manufacture is that it
often produces components with a relatively poor surface
finish, and consequently further processing of the component
is required to bring the surface finish to an acceptable stan-
dard. This is a particular problem where the component
includes hard-to-access features whose surface cannot be
reached by conventional machining techniques. This problem
restricts the range of components that can be produced using
additive manufacture techniques.

It is an aim of the invention to provide an apparatus and
method that can improve the surface finish of a component,
particularly of hard-to-access features. Such an apparatus and
method could be applied to components produced by any
manufacturing method, but would be particularly advanta-
geous for additive manufacture techniques.

According to a first aspect of the present disclosure there is
provided an assembly for forming an object from a workpiece
by hot isostatic pressing, wherein the assembly is configured
to improve the surface finish of the workpiece.

According to a second aspect of the present disclosure
there is provided an assembly for forming an object from a
workpiece by hot isostatic pressing, the assembly compris-
ing: a membrane adapted to at least partially form an enclo-
sure around the workpiece; and a former for placement adja-
cent to the workpiece, the former being configured to form a
surface of the object.

The membrane may comprise a bag.

The former and the membrane may be joined such that they
together form the enclosure.

The membrane may be flexible. The membrane may be
made from steel, for example mild steel, and may be a thin
film sheet, e.g. a foil. The object may be made from titanium.
The workpiece may initially comprise a powder, a solid or
semi-solid material. The former may be made from a ceramic
or from a high temperature alloy.

The membrane may form the enclosure by virtue of a seal
along an edge of the membrane.

The assembly may comprise an evacuation pipe. The
evacuation pipe may be configured to evacuate fluid from the
enclosure.

According to a third aspect of the present disclosure there
is provided a method of forming an object from a workpiece
by hot isostatic pressing, the method comprising: enclosing
the workpiece in an enclosure at least partially formed by a
membrane; and placing the workpiece adjacent to a former
adapted to form a surface of the object.

The method may further comprise sealing the membrane to
form the enclosure. The membrane may be sealed with
respect to itself and/or the former.
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The method may comprise evacuating fluid from the enclo-
sure formed by the membrane. The method may further com-
prise removing the membrane from the object once the object
has been formed.

According to a fourth aspect of the present disclosure there
is provided an assembly for forming an object under one or
more of pressure and temperature, the assembly comprising:
a membrane adapted to at least partially enclose the object;
and a former for placement adjacent to the object, the former
being adapted to form a surface of the object.

Advantages of the present disclosure comprise, but are not
limited to, the following features:

improved surface finish in inaccessible areas;

improved component performance as there are no stress
raisers in the inaccessible areas;

surface features and accurate geometries may be created at
the same time;

the process lends itself to production volumes;

less waste of raw material;

the effect of material properties detrimental to subsequent
surface modification processes (e.g. spring-back) is lessened;

reduced manufacturing time and reduced manufacturing
operation steps, meaning lower manufacturing costs and
reduced chance of scrap;

hydraulic or hydrostatic HIP gives even pressures and con-
sistent consolidation;

former or solid mould enables a static datum (i.e. no datum
transfer during manufacture).

For a better understanding of the present invention, and to
show more clearly how it may be carried into effect, reference
will now be made, by way of example, to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a side view of the object forming assembly
according to an example of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 2 is an end-on sectional view of the object forming
assembly according to the example of the present disclosure.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, an object forming assem-
bly 10 according to an example of the present disclosure may
comprise a membrane 20 and a former 30. The object forming
assembly 10 may form an object, e.g. a part, component or
article, from a workpiece 40 by hot isostatic pressing (HIP).
The workpiece 40 may comprise a solid structure, which may
have been formed by an additive manufacture technique. The
workpiece and hence the formed object may be made from
titanium.

The membrane 20 may be a flexible membrane adapted to
at least partially form an enclosure around the workpiece 40.
For example, the membrane 20 may comprise a sheet-like
barrier of material, which may be substantially impermeable
to fluids. The membrane 20 may comprise a thin foil or film.
The membrane 20 may be made from steel, in particular mild
steel. The membrane 20 may be approximately 0.1 mm thick.

As shown, the enclosure may be entirely formed by the
membrane 20. For example, the membrane 20 may be in the
form of a bag. The membrane 20 may form the enclosure by
virtue of a seal 60, e.g. a weld, along one or more edges of the
membrane. For example, the seal 60 may join adjacent edges
of the membrane once it has been folded to form first and
second opposing sides 21, 22.

In an alternative arrangement (not shown), the enclosure
may be partially formed by the membrane. For example, the
former and the membrane may be joined along respective
edges such that they together form the enclosure. In other
words, the bag or flexible membrane may form part of a
mould and a solid surface or former may form the remainder
of the mould. As a result, all the consolidation of the work-
piece during the hot isostatic pressing may occur on one side
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of'the mould (e.g. adjacent to the membrane). By contrast, a
surface of the object upon which a specific feature is to be
formed, e.g. a precision surface, may be next to the former.

The former 30 may be placed adjacent to the workpiece 40.
The former 30 may be configured to form a surface and/or
feature 42 of the object, for example by impressing the shape
of the former surface upon a corresponding surface of the
workpiece 40. The former 30 may be made from a hard
material, e.g. one that does not change shape significantly
under the temperatures, pressures and forces encountered
during hot isostatic pressing. For example, the former 30 may
be made from a ceramic or from a high temperature alloy.

The enclosure formed by the membrane 20 may optionally
be evacuated of any fluid prior to the HIP process. In order to
evacuate the enclosure, the assembly 10 may further comprise
an evacuation pipe 50 configured to evacuate fluid from the
enclosure. At one end, the evacuation pipe 50 may be joined,
e.g. sealed, to the membrane 20. At the other end, the evacu-
ation pipe 50 may be connected to a pump or equivalent
device for extracting fluid from the enclosure formed by the
membrane 20. The evacuation pipe 50 may comprise a valve
which may be closed to maintain a vacuum within the enclo-
sure.

The workpiece 40 may be assembled onto the former 30,
which may be a ceramic matrix or high temperature alloy
support tool with an appropriate barrier coating applied
thereon. The workpiece 40 may then be wrapped in the mem-
brane 20. The membrane 20 may be sealed with respect to
itself and/or the former 30 to form the enclosure surrounding
the workpiece. The seam 60 may be formed using an estab-
lished technique such as seam, TIG or laser welding. A pre-
existing evacuation tube 50 in the membrane 20 may be used
to evacuate the enclosure. The evacuation tube 50 may then be
sealed, e.g. by closing the valve and by welding, prior to
inserting the assembly 10 into a HIP vessel (not shown).

A HIP cycle may be applied to the workpiece. The HIP
cycle variables, e.g. temperature, pressure and time, may
depend upon the materials being used. The HIP cycle tem-
perature may be increased before the pressure.

After the HIP cycle the object may be removed from the
HIP vessel. The membrane 20 may be stripped and the former
30 removed for re-use. The features that have been pressed
into the object by the former may require no further process-
ing. Other external features may be further processed in a
conventional way.

One or more of the thickness of the membrane, the mem-
brane material, the workpiece material and the HIP pressure
may be selected so that the membrane does not distort the
workpiece dimensionally. Any of the aforementioned vari-
ables may also be selected to ensure that the membrane has a
stiffness that permits the membrane to conform to the shape
of'the workpiece, whilst ensuring that the membrane material
is stiffer than the workpiece once the HIP pressure and tem-
perature are reached such that the workpiece surface may
deform to the surface finish of the membrane. The main

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

4

variables for selection are the membrane material, its thick-
ness and the HIP pressure and temperature.

The present disclosure relates to an object forming assem-
bly and method to improve the surface finish of an object
formed using HIP. The surface finish may be improved by
wrapping the workpiece in a flexible membrane or bag, which
may be sealed. By using a former to support the workpiece
during HIP, the surface finish of an adjacent face or feature
may be impressed upon the workpiece, thereby locally chang-
ing its shape. The membrane and former may be removed
from the finished object after processing. Accordingly, the
present disclosure allows the surface features of the work-
piece during the HIP process to be changed.

The present disclosure may be applied to a range of mate-
rial types and may be applied to any product. In particular, the
above-described process maybe applied to a component for a
gas turbine engine, for example combustor nozzles and simi-
lar parts. The present disclosure may also have applications in
the medical and automotive sectors.

The process particularly lends itself to thin walled parts and
parts with a large surface area having difficult to access fea-
tures. The process may be applied to parts where manual
finishing operations are not desirable or possible.

The above-described process may be optimised for par-
ticular applications, for example a process using powder
additive manufacture techniques, although the present disclo-
sure is not limited to this manufacturing method. A lower-
energy, shorter HIP cycle could be used for particular appli-
cations for savings in time and cost.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of modifying a surface or feature of a work-
piece by hot isostatic pressing, the workpiece having been
previously formed by an additive manufacturing technique,
the method comprising:

placing the previously-formed workpiece adjacent to a

former having a hardness or stiffness greater than that of
the workpiece and that is adapted to modify the surface
or feature of the workpiece;

enclosing the workpiece in an enclosure at least partially

formed by a flexible membrane; and

performing the hot isostatic pressing process on the work-

piece.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising sealing the
membrane to form the enclosure.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising sealing the
membrane with respect to one or more of the membrane and
the former.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising evacuating
fluid from the enclosure at least partially formed by the mem-
brane.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising removing the
membrane from the workpiece.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising enclosing the
workpiece in the enclosure so that the membrane directly
contacts the surface of the workpiece.
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